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Horizons Makes A Difference

Horizons donors have been faithful supporters for 36 years and help make Salina a model community for cultural
programming and private support. Thank you!
The Horizons Grant Program continues to positively impact the community by supporting cultural organization
programming and individual developing artists. Every project is awarded considering the applicant’s community
involvement in a concert, lecture, performance, publication, or activity involving others. The following stories illustrate
the impact that Horizons donors made in 2022.
ENRICHMENT GRANTS of up to $1,000 were awarded to the following individuals and organizational projects in
2022. These grants are characterized by their immediacy and are often the beginning step toward a more complex
Developing Artist or Organizational Project grant.

Brenda Smith

Project: Resin Art Exploration

Granted: $1,000

Smith attended a three-day resin workshop where she experienced one-on-one demonstrations by a
professional paint and resin artist. The workshop allowed Smith to learn resin painting techniques and
colorants, and she developed better heat gun skills. The new skills learned by Smith have enabled her to
add stability and structure to her art using resin, making both functional and decorative art objects.

Brenda Smith at Workshop

Debbie Wagner

Project: Kansas Figure Drawing Group Relocation

Granted: $1,000

Funds from the Horizon Grant Program allowed Wagner to lead the Kansas Figure Drawing group to
improve and expand their studio space in Salina. They share their work to learn from one another and
oﬀer critiques and advice, and many have formed a community of like-minded artists. They plan to
engage artists in the community with the new space, from local high schools to other community groups.

Dunbar Alumni Association

Project: Dunbar School 100th Anniversary Watercolor Prints

Work by Debbie Wagner

Granted: $1,000

Dunbar alumnus Dr. Virginia B. Ricard, Fort Collins, CO, donated the use of her original
watercolor painting of Dunbar School for commemorative and fundraising purposes. The
Horizons Enrichment Grant will be used to reproduce a limited number of prints of the
original watercolor painting. Each will be sold to alumni, friends, and community members
to raise funds for the Dunbar Alumni Association/Robert C. Caldwell Scholarship Fund.
The reproduced prints will be unveiled at the 100th Dunbar School Anniversary Celebration
Program on November 19, 2022, at Dunbar School, 513 E. Elm.
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Karla Prickett

Project: The Brooklyn Exchange - Exhibition

Granted: $800

The Horizons Grant award allowed Prickett to purchase frames and exhibit works that tell the story of
her experience working virtually with ArtYard, Brooklyn’s Advanced Studio program. The program’s
format of rotating teaching artists required Prickett to work on various themes and limited time.
The experience in conceptual development combined with an exchange of thoughts, dialogue, and
constructive narrative is already inspiring her new work. In the next phase of this project, she hopes to
meet the artists of ArtYard Brooklyn in person and show her work in their environment.

KWU Art & Design Department

Project: Experiencing Van Gogh

Work by Karla Prickett

Granted: $500

Horizons Grant funds allowed the Art & Design students to travel to Kanas City for the Van Gogh
experience and see other galleries in the city. Professor Nelemans said, “It’s these moments that
happen outside the classroom that students will remember when they leave our university. And it is
these moments that make for an unforgettable art experience they can also learn from.”
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Mid-America Performing Arts Alliance (MAPAA)

Project: MAPAA Trio Concert & Outreach

Mid-America Performing Arts Alliance oﬀered a masterclass that involved two regional string
students. Each player was oﬀered 45 minutes of one-on-one feedback from Christina Bouey or
Jesse Henkensiefken. The students received a critique on their overall performances, how they
interpreted their pieces, technical issues, and ways to approach practicing. The culminating
chamber music performance by Christina Bouey, Jesse Henkensiefken, and Tatiana Tessman
had an enthusiastic crowd that oﬀered a standing ovation.

Photo Courtesy of Mid-America Performing Arts Alliance

Granted: $1000

ENRICHMENT GRANTS continued...

Phil Black

Project: Out of Our Comfort Zone Concert & Outreach

Granted: $480

After watching the Ken Burns documentary “Country Music,” Phil Black, a rock and R&B
musician, decided he would learn and perform Bluegrass. Horizons Grant funds supported
Black and a four-piece band, with their time learning a complete set of Bluegrass music. They
performed a free concert at Ad Astra Books & Coﬀee House in late June.
LANA JORDAN DEVELOPING ARTIST GRANTS provide ﬁnancial support for committed and accomplished artists,
enabling them to take their careers to new levels, build partnerships and advance their work. Grant recipients must
also implement a public component with their work to engage the community.

Paul Alexander

Project Title: Computer

Granted:$1,700

The Lana Jordan Developing Artist Grant funding allowed Alexander to build a replacement
computer after his old one stopped working. By supporting Alexander in buying a new
computer, he can continue online sales, editing art videos, archiving work, attending online
meetings, making color corrections to his images, researching new painting techniques,
applying to shows, and ordering paint and other materials.
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ORGANIZATIONAL PROJECT GRANTS provide dollars for innovative projects that engage patrons and

audience members as active participants. Applicants are also encouraged to develop strategic partnerships within the
community to strengthen the reach of their activities.

Salina Art Center
Project Title: “Contemporary Art from the Mountain Plains Region”
Granted: $6,000 for Outreach and Exhibition

The Salina Art Center hosted the 2022 Salina Biennial: Contemporary Art from the
Mountain Plains Region from May 26 – September 4, 2022, in Salina, Kansas. The most
signiﬁcant beneﬁt to our community was the wide variety of artists, mediums, messages,
and experiences created by the pool of artists who were juried into the show. This
exhibition helps the Art Center’s network grow in equity, inclusion, and accessibility for all
audiences. The Biennial has become a growing database of artists who become a network
for teaching artists, exhibiting artists, artists-in-residency, and so much more for years to
come, bringing Salina their talents and creating a window to the world.
Contemporary Art from the Mountain Plains
Region Exhibition at the Salina Arts Center

Kansas Wesleyan University Department of Music
Project Title: “Salina Strings Day”
Granted: $2,025 for artist fee and outreach

Salina Strings Day held on February 10, 2022, was oﬀered for the ﬁrst time as a
community outreach program. Salina Strings Day promoted strings programs in
Salina Public Schools by allowing students to engage with top-level orchestral
musicians in workshops and performances. Led by Dr. Leonardo Rosario, Assistant
Professor of Music and Director of the Strings Area at KWU, the Department of
Music gathered string students for a day of workshops and rehearsals with the guest
artists that culminated a performance by all three groups. These activities allowed a
broad cross-section of students access to high-caliber musicians and deepened the
connection with local music educators in Salina.

Salina Symphony
“The American Journey”
Granted: $6,000 for outreach and performances

Peter Boyer’s Ellis Island: The Dream of
America Photo by Joshua Sudock
for Paciﬁc Symphony
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The Salina Symphony will partner with Theater Salina to present a concert titled
“The American Journey” on January 29, 2023. The concert will feature Peter Boyer’s
“Ellis Island: The Dream of America,” a work that celebrates the American immigrant
experience. Innovative in its format, “Ellis Island” brings elements of the theatre and
multimedia into the concert hall, employing actors and projected historical images from
the Ellis Island archives. In addition to the public performance, the Symphony and cast will
perform “Ellis Island” during a free educational outreach concert for approximately 1,200
local/area 4th grade students on January 27 at the Stiefel Theatre. The Symphony also
plans to distribute educational materials to local middle and high school social studies and
history teachers with discounted student tickets to the January 29 concert.

