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comes and discusses sound 

or swamps, then immediately we want to 
learn more.  The programs light students’ fires.  One 

student said, “It takes what is normally OK and makes it 
GREAT!!”  Another student said, “When they come, it 
makes learning even more fun!”  With these comments I 
cannot but hope that I will always have the opportunity to 
work so tightly with Salina Arts & Humanities.  

Sharon Benson works well with teachers and helps us to 
make this happen, and for that I am thankful! It takes a 
tribe to raise successful, young individuals and the Arts 
Infusion programs truly enhance what we teach and 
allow an outlet that students may not be able to access 
without the arts being included! Thank you Salina Arts & 
Humanities for being part of USD 305! 

Megan Baird teaches 4th grade at 
Cottonwood Elementary School.

Exciting Days Ahead
Impact defines the work and programs provided by the 
staff, advisory boards, and volunteers at Salina Arts & 
Humanities (SA&H). Whether it is the Smoky Hill River 
Festival, the downtown Street Fair, a First Thursday 
Museum speaker, or one of the 12 annual Art a la Carte 
concerts, there are numerous ways to explore, engage  
and experience the energy of Salina’s cultural arts. 

Significant progress has been made to connect arts and 
culture to a wide cross–section of the community. These 
efforts are highlighted throughout this annual report. 
Even the format of this year’s report is designed to share 
the excitement of what is happening with more than 
40,000 readers across central Kansas.

Community support for the arts continues to be strong.  
Event attendance, generous private funding, and  
valued partnerships with committed volunteers and 
boards provide the resources necessary to improve. 
Recent success can partially be attributed to the Big  
Ideas Community Cultural Plan that helps shape our 
cultural future.

SA&H also is doing long-range planning and 
programming. Steps are being taken to prepare for the 
next cultural plan in 2020. A new endowment fund for 
the Smoky Hill River Festival was initiated in 2014 and 
the department anticipates the celebration of its 40th 
anniversary in 2016.

Improving relationships with local writers, performers and 
artists will receive renewed attention this year. We also 
will focus on raising awareness of the role the arts play in 
building a healthy city and will look for ways to recognize 
civic engagement in the arts.   

In our work, the assistance provided by each department 
of the City of Salina is greatly appreciated. In addition, 
SA&H staff should be commended for their hard effort, 
excellent customer service, and strong commitment to 
making the cultural arts in Salina the very best. I hope 
you enjoy this report and we welcome your comments. 
Thanks for making Salina a great place in which to live, 
work, play, and create.

 
Brad Anderson is  
Executive Director of  
Salina Arts & Humanities.

The arts are a critical piece of what makes Salina an engaging 
place to live and work.  Involvement on the Salina Arts & 

Humanities Commission allows me to give back and has opened 
my eyes to many things that make Salina great:

•	SA&H helps coordinate artists, not just at the River Festival, 
but throughout the year.  By providing grants to artists 
and artistic projects, the Horizons Grants Program helps 
these professionals grow.  SA&H staff also assist with the 
installation of SculptureTour Salina pieces and other public-
art works around town.

•	The Arts Infusion program brings everything from break 
dancers to origami to That1Guy to poetry to our students 
and educators.  Local, regional, and national artists do 
workshops, classes, performances, and other outreach to 
our schools and neighborhoods.

•	Arty, the mobile arts van summer program, reaches 
children that otherwise might not be able to directly 
experience the arts.   

•	Art a la Carte brings live music to our outdoor spaces in 
the spring and fall.

•	The Smoky Hill River Festival Community Art Collection 
is displayed in schools, government buildings, and other 
public spaces throughout Salina.

•	The Smoky Hill Museum, one of only 12 nationally 
accredited museums across Kansas, gives a fresh look at 
our region’s history, providing tours, talks, exhibits, and 
programming to 30,000 visitors face–to–face or online per 
year. Even better, it’s FREE!

•	The Community Art & Design committee provides a 
community voice on public-art installations  
and architecture around town. 
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•	Area arts organizations have formed the Cultural 
Roundtable to coordinate stimulating arts programming for 
the citizens of our region. 

A community that is healthy in the arts is ALIVE!  Whether 
through the River Festival and other community events, theater 
productions, concerts, dance performances, or museums and 
gallery shows, Salina is the place to be and the place to become.  
We show others how it can be done! 

As we look to the upcoming year and beyond, we are exploring 
new initiatives, taking the arts into the workplace, making the 
arts more accessible, and encouraging more artists to make 
Salina home. If you have comments or ideas to offer, please 
contact SA&H at 785-309-5770 or at sahc@salina.org

Dr. Steve Hoekstra serves as Professor 
of Psychology at Kansas Wesleyan 
University. He has lived and worked 
in Salina for 15 years, and has been 
involved with the Salina Municipal 
Band and Salina Community Theatre, 
as well as several choirs.  As the 
immediate past Chairman of the Salina 
Arts & Humanities Commission, he 
believes that arts improve life –  
body, mind, and soul. 

Hello!! My name is Megan Baird and I have 
been a teacher in USD 305 for the past 17 years.  I feel 
very fortunate to have been able to work so closely 
with such a wonderful Arts & Humanities program!  
Not very many school districts incorporate this type of 
arts-enrichment program into the schools, and we are 
so lucky to have this opportunity.

After each program, I ask students what can we take 
away, and the responses are always above and beyond 
what I imagine!  They are able to make connections to 
the arts that often as adults, we do not see.  Students 
are awakened at the performances and then often want 
to fabricate what they just saw.  

For example, when Priscilla Howe comes, we all want 
to be storytellers, so we work on retelling stories 
students know or formulate new ones to share with 
younger audiences. If Thad Beach  



Curiosity Comes to the Museum
“I just love museums!” said a young student during the “Passport to Culture” summer 
program. When asked why, she threw her arms out and said, “Are you kidding!? I 
always learn something I didn’t know!” This reaction is one the Museum will count 
on as it renovates its children’s hands-on area next year--last remodeled in the mid-
1990s. When complete, the engaging, unique new area will be called The Curiosity 
Shop.

The Curiosity Shop will provide interconnected experiences to spark exploration 
and creativity in visitors young and old, particularly youth ages three to 14. The 
space will encourage families to connect, share stories, and engage in stimulating 
learning. 

Slated for installation during summer 2015, the interactive children’s area highlights 
history while incorporating disciplines such as science and the humanities. The 
Curiosity Shop features a tot section and four themed spaces that the community 
chose through extensive surveys. The Curiosity Shop’s themes are The World of 
Radio, The Dirty ‘30s, Town Building and Kansas Weather. 

With an emphasis on “curiosity,” the inviting and playful space will offer a sensory 
environment. Visitors will use sight, sound, touch and imagination to deepen their 
understanding of how sound waves are created, how harsh weather and a tight 
economy shaped the Depression era, how to plan for and build a city, and more.  

“Children learn through exploration and play. By giving them a space in which 
to engage in discovery, the Museum fosters a culture of influential and lifelong 
learning,” says Director Susan Hawksworth. 

With the children’s area renovation, the Smoky Hill Museum will be better-equipped 
to offer flexible, free-admission enrichment not offered elsewhere. The Museum 
encourages youth of all socioeconomic levels to engage in hands-on learning. The 
Museum receives more than 15,500 local, regional and national visitors each year, 
plus many more connect with its staff and information online. 

The Curiosity Shop will be funded primarily by private donations, with public 
funding from the City of Salina to cover staff time, equipment and facility 
maintenance. Funding will include corporate, foundation and individual sources. The 
Friends of the Smoky Hill Museum has pledged to provide 17 percent of the funding. 
Other early supporters include the Earl Bane Foundation, Cargill and the Union 
Pacific Foundation. Individual donations will comprise roughly 45 percent of funding. 

For more information, call 785-309-5776 or visit smokyhillmuseum.org.
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Family-friendly fun abounds 
at the Smoky Hill River 
Festival. The celebration 
takes place Thursday 
through Sunday on the 
second full weekend in June, 
on the banks of the Smoky 
Hill River in Oakdale Park, 
to celebrate the official start 
of summer. 

Larger cities can’t compete 
with the River Festival’s 
tantalizing menu of the arts, 
offered all in one place at 
one time. From four live 
stages to the Artyopolis 
kid’s area to surprising 
outdoor installations, the 
Festival tempts young and 
old with much to see  
and do. 

Few forget their first Festival, 
and many have come for 
more than 20 years. When 
folks talk about what 
they love, traditions and 
memories top the charts. 
“My family’s been coming 
to the Festival for 38 years,” 
says Loreen Buccigrossi, 
a 37-year volunteer who 
helped start the children’s 
area and serves on the 
Ambassadors and Gates 
Committees. “When they 
were young, our kids loved 
the children’s section and 
the activities before Festival 
began each year. Now they 
bring their own kids, so 
we can enjoy all that the 
Festival offers as a family.” 

Art Is All Around
Locals and out-of-towners 
flock to the Festival to 
enjoy original art at two 

juried art shows that feature 
pieces at prices that make 
art buying affordable. 
Friday through Sunday, the 
Four Rivers Craft Show 
showcases 53 artists who 
show and sell in a shaded, 
village-like setting. On 
Saturday and Sunday, Fine 
Art Show exhibitors offer 
an impressive variety of 
media and styles. Alongside 
the 100+ exhibitors, eight 
Demonstration artists show 
how it’s done from start 
to finish. On Saturday 
morning, more than 200 
art lovers connect at the al 
fresco Art Patron Breakfast, 
then enjoy one-on-one time 
with Fine Art Show artists 
before the Festival opens to 
the public.

Kids Stuff 
Free or low-cost activities 
within the kid-friendly 
Artyopolis challenges 
children to experiment. 
Colorful Game Street 

A  Co m m uni t y  M a s te r p i e c e
storefronts hosted by 
community groups feature 
fun pay-to-play games. The 
Children’s Stage offers 
acts on the hour, including 
dancers, storytellers and 
puppeteers. The spacious 
Creation Crossing tent 
comes alive Friday through 
Sunday with a host of free 
make-and-take crafts. 

In The Groove 
Festival musical talent 
is among the nation’s 
best, chosen for their 
diverse styles and ability 
to entertain. The River 
Festival’s six-member 
Entertainment Committee 
researches acts for several 
months each fall, to find 
just the right mix. Within 
Artyopolis, young and 
old shake it up on the 
Children’s Stage, with 
jugglers and roving players 
ready to elicit smiles, 
laughter and learning. 

Tempting Treats 
For some Festival-goers, it’s 
all about the food. More 
than 30 vendors from as far 
away as Florida offer hot 
and cold tantalizing treats. 
Alongside favorites such as 
funnel cake, corn dogs and 
ribs, foodies can find exotic 
fare including Maryland 
crab cakes, Mongolian 
stir fry and Swedish 
smorgastorte.  
 

Photo left: Young and old explore 
their fanciful side at the River 
Festival.
Photo top: Artists from about 30 
states love to meet and mingle 
with Salina’s well-informed, 
enthusiastic art collectors.

“I must study politics and war that my sons may study  
mathematics and philosophy….in order to give their children  
the right to study painting, poetry, music and architecture.”

—John Quincy Adams



Pauline Fallis 
serves as the Museum’s Administrative 
Assistant II.  Before moving to Salina, 
she traveled the United States as a 
trainer for grain-elevator management 
software.  Fallis has a deep love for 

her family, genealogy and antiques.  She also enjoys 
gardening and working in her yard.

Nona Miller  
is the Museum’s Curator of 
Education. When she’s not creating 
and implementing student-focused, 
learning-centered programs and 
interactive tools and activities, she 

enjoys working with History Day and being a part of 
community collaborations.  Miller also is a member 
of the Discover Salina Naturally planning consortium, 
serves the Smoky Hills Audubon Society and is an 
adjunct instructor at KWU.

Salina Arts & Humanities 
Commission
Jim Cates 
Amy Cole 
cashhollistah.
Craig Hinca
Steve Hoekstra
Tammy Jarvis
Leslie Mangrum
Jacob Palmateer
Dawn L. Smith
Alea Burt, Student  Liaison
Sarah Starr, Student Liaison
Randall Hardy, City 
Commissioner Liaison

Salina Arts & Humanities 
Foundation
Randall Hardy
Maggie Smith Hemmer
Aaron Morrison
Trey Mowery
Carolyn Peterson
Mark Ritter
Steve Ryan
Mark Wedel
Ann Zimmerman

Community Art & Design
Cary Brinegar
Lana Jordan
Marlene Leister
Patrick Mikesell
Charles Renz
Jim Cates, SAHC Liaison

Friends of the Smoky 
Hill Museum
Troy Brockway
Doug Church
Christina Daily
Kim Fairchild
Angela Hayden
Jeff Holgerson
Linda Lilly
Larry Smith
Aaron Peck
Bill Pierson
Sydney Soderberg
Sally Roth Sutherland  
Carolyn Wedel

Kay Quinn  
is the Marketing & Development 
Coordinator, handling River Festival 
marketing and advertising, the 
agency’s branding, and fundraising 
for the Smoky Hill Museum.  In the 

community, she serves as the Membership Chairman for 
Altrusa International Salina and is an active alumna of 
Leadership Salina/Konza Club Salina.

Grace Peterson 
is the newest staff member and has 
served as Visual Arts Coordinator 
since July 2014.  She administrates 
the public art program and is an art 
resource partner.  The most exciting 

part of her job is producing the visual arts portion of 
the River Festival.  In the community, she has served on 
the committee to select the 2015 Resident Artist for the 
Salina Art Center.

Amanda Morris 
has served as Program Assistant 
since 2013. Her responsibilities 
include coordination of the Cultural 
Connections Calendar and the 
multi-faceted Artyopolis children’s 

area for the River Festival. Morris also supports many 
visual-arts components of the Festival. When she is 
not coordinating, she enjoys spending time with her 
husband and chasing after her young son.

Glenda Johnson 
has served as the Bookkeeper for 11 
years. One of the things she enjoys 
most about her job is helping behind 
the scenes to make the River Festival 
run smoothly.  When she’s not 

keeping the finances straight in the office, she manages 
her son Seth’s soccer team and volunteers with the 
Central High School VETS squad, where her daughter 
Jessi is a captain.

Kathy Burlew 
has served as Office Manager since 
2003.  One of her favorite parts of 
her job is designing the River Festival 
program and coordinating other 
design elements.  Kathy has served  

as Vice-President to the Salina South Booster Club  
from 2011 to present.

Sharon Benson 
has served as the Arts Education 
Coordinator since 1994.  Her duties 
also include the areas of Food 
and Entertainment for the Smoky 
Hill River Festival and serving as 

Technical Assistant for the Horizons Grants Program.  
Sharon often works as a costume designer for Salina 
Community Theatre, having costumed over 50 plays 
within a 20-year period. 

Judy Kvasnicka 
is the Museum Store Coordinator. 
She has worked in a variety of retail 
settings in Salina and St. Louis, and 
enjoys history and “all things Kansas.” 
Kvasnicka is very active in her church 
and volunteers with Birthright.  She 

enjoys hobbies including genealogy, embroidery, 
counted cross-stitching and spending time with  
her dog Ralph. 

Margie Humphreys 
works as a clerk for the Museum Store. 
Her favorite part of her job is meeting 
and visiting with the customers and 
travelers who come to the Museum 
and Museum Store.

Susan Hawksworth 
is the Museum Director. With 20 
years of museum experience including 
exhibits, collections and education 
roles, she is currently the President 
of the Kansas Museums Association. 

When not taking her eight-year-old son to one of his 
many activities, she volunteers for Salina Downtown Inc.

Jan Carr 
is the Museum Assistant whose front-
desk duties include greeting visitors, 
collecting newsletter information and 
creating Scavenger Hunts.  She has 
worked at the Museum since 2001 after 

retiring as an English and journalism teacher.  She is 
the historian at First Presbyterian Church, where she is 
a 50+ year member.  In her spare time, she creates and 
publishes digital scrapbooks.

Brad Anderson 
has served as the Executive Director 
since 2011. Supporting the work of staff 
and boards while moving forward with 
the Big Ideas Cultural Community 
Plan are his major responsibilities. 

He is a member of the Salina Rotary Club and is on 
the Governance Board at University United Methodist 
Church.

Jennifer Toelle 
serves as the Museum Registrar.  
She has a passion for the humanities, 
biography and local history and has 
worked for more than a decade in 
museum collections. She serves on the 

board of directors for the Kansas Museums Association 
and on a task force for the American Association of 
State and Local History. Toelle’s family life is full of 
kid-friendly activities alongside her husband’s role in 
intercollegiate and community athletics.

Joshua Morris 
serves as the Curator of Exhibits. He is 
a graduate of Emporia State University 
and received his Master’s degree from 
the University of Florida. When not 
creating exhibits for the Museum, he 

is busy keeping up with his three kids, designing sets at 
the Salina Community Theatre and helping with Kid’s 
Church at Cornerstone Community Church.

B o a rd  o f  D i re c tor s  a n d  S ta f f
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Lisa Upshaw 
provides preservation assistance, 
exhibit research and answers local-
history questions as the Museum’s 
Curator of Collections and Research.  
She is an active community volunteer 
and enjoys spending time with students 

at debate, forensics, and History Day contests. Upshaw 
volunteers with Salina Downtown Inc, Salina Area 
United Way, and the Red Cross.

Smoky Hill Museum Staff

Salina Arts & Humanities Staff



In the Classroom
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Continued from page 3 “A 
Community Masterpiece”

The eight members of the 
Food Committee, many who 
have served for 15 or more 
years, work alongside food 
vendors and Health 
Department inspectors to 
ensure that safety standards 
are closely followed, once 
vendors are selected  
each year.

Out and About
As visitors cross the 
Festival’s five entrance 
bridges, they can look up, 
over and out.  About 20 
artists are commissioned 
to create site-specific 
outdoor works that meld 
with Oakdale Park’s 

Smoky Hill River Festival 
riverfestival.com

Cultural-arts agencies and businesses invest significant resources to build and sustain 
new and diverse audiences and supporters of the arts. When business and non-
profit leaders work hand-in-hand to create a nurturing environment for arts sharing 
and growth, long-term impact and success within their community is most viable.

Infographic from the recently published report Making Meaningful Connections: Characteristics of 
arts groups that engage new and diverse participants, courtesy of the James Irvine Foundation and 
Helicon Collaborative, copyright 2014. All rights reserved. See the full report at  
Irvine.org/news-insights/publications.

natural beauty. From 
fabric-wrapped trees to 
floating artwork to painted 
landscapes, artists “make 
magic” within the Park and 
are often available on-site  
to talk about their work.  

To Top It Off 
Special events include 
pre-Festival art or music 
workshops, a Big Band 
Dance, and several Festival 
Fitness Five walks and races 
for all ages. The entire 
community goes “on the 
hunt” during the popular 
Festival Medallion Quest 
that builds civic momentum 
a week or two early.

See stories through this 
section for more Festival 
details or visit  
riverfestival.com

We’ve Got It All
From concerts 

to kids crafts 
to lasting 

educational 
impact in and 

outside the 
classroom, 

SA&H helps 
you explore, 

experience and 
engage in  

the arts.

Art a la Carte 
salinaarts.com

Smoky Hill Museum  
smokyhillmuseum.org



Educational partners 
USD 305 is proud to partner with Salina Arts & 
Humanities to bring the Arts Infusion Program to 
Salina students and the community. Of all of the 
partnerships that USD 305 has been fortunate to be 
a part of over the years, the partnership with Salina 
Arts & Humanities to provide Arts Infusion to our 
students is one of the most impactful.    

The Arts Infusion program conveys to our students 
the message that the arts are a valuable component 
for lifelong learning. We each have a responsibility 
to nurture this love of the arts in our children. Arts 
& Humanities presents offerings that are lively and 
engaging. They activate imagination and creativity, 
successfully blending learning with fun. Students walk 
away with memorable experiences that stay with 
them throughout their lifetimes.  

I have observed first-hand the quality educational 
programs that have been offered to students of all 
grade levels through the Arts Infusion Program.  
Many of the components of Arts Infusion come 
aligned to the College and Career ready standards 
that our teachers work diligently to implement for 
our students. 

This partnership between Salina USD 305 and Salina 
Arts & Humanities is an excellent example of the 
rich resources and far-reaching support for education 
in our community. These collaborations enhance 
the USD 305 learning experience and truly bring 
learning to life, fulfilling the district’s vision; Learning 
for All, whatever it takes!

William Hall is Superintendent 
of Schools for USD 305. Born 
in Dodge City, he holds degrees 
or certifications from St. Mary 
of the Plains College, Fort Hays 
State University and Kansas State 
University. Hall began his teaching 
career at Spearville High School. 

He has held administrative positions at Sacred Heart 
High School, Atwood High School and Ulysses High 
School. Prior to coming to USD 305 in July 2011, Hall 
served as superintendent of the Ulysses school district 
for 11 years. He and his wife Angela have two adult 
children, Ryan and Tiffany and two grandchildren, 
Ian and Isabelle.

That1Guy
Mike Silverman, known professionally as That1Guy, 
plays an instrument he affectionately calls “The Magic 
Pipe.”  Finding its origin in the bass guitar, Silverman 
says of creating The Magic Pipe, “I just couldn’t 
produce the sounds I was hearing, sonically, in my 
head.”  

As students learned during his two-day visit to Salina 
last January, the current instrument is the third version.  
The original was literally cobbled together with parts 
from Home Depot.  The newest incarnation was made 
in collaboration with a machinist friend who worked at 
NASA.  The Magic Pipe has progressed far musically 
through a variety of sampling, use of track recording 
and improvisation by the artist.

During his brief stop in Salina, Silverman visited with 
orchestra and band students of Lakewood Middle 
School, the Women’s Chorus and Jazz Band students 
of Salina Central High School, St. John’s Military 
School and the students of Opportunity Now.  He also 
presented a very informative performance at Salina 
Community Theatre.  His audiences were truly diverse; 
with small children, dedicated followers, and even 
older citizens who were very pleased with the “sonic” 
delivery of The Magic Pipe.  
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I n  t h e  C la s s ro o m

Mike Silverman is a down-to-earth, very open 
individual who carries his instrument and equipment 
in a travel-worn case. He is rarely seen without a plaid 
shirt or his signature hat. Silverman has played in the 
most prominent music festivals in the world:  Bonnaroo, 
Coachella, and Wakarusa; yet he mentions the Smoky 
Hill River Festival as one of his favorites, largely for its 
impressive community “vibe.” 

Significant moments during Silverman’s residency 
included a quirky “welcoming reception” for That1Guy 
staged by Wendy Stein and students at St. John’s 
Military School.  The boys greeted Mike wearing 
That1Guy hats and masks.  Silverman was truly moved 
by this experience, saying it “made his whole year.”

As an artist, Silverman marches to the beat of his own 
Pipe and is a wonderful role model for those who live 
outside society’s expectations.  His talent, industry and 
innovation open doors across the world, and he has 
proven to be a fabulous example for area students of 
the path-less-traveled.  He is nothing short of inspiring. 

That1Guy plays for the Salina Central High School Women’s 
Chorus. Photo courtesy The Salina Journal/Tom Dorsey

St. John’s Military School welcomes That1Guy.

“Arts education aids students in skills needed 
in the workplace: flexibility, the ability to solve 
problems and communicate, the ability to learn 
new skills, to be creative and innovative, and to 
strive for excellence.”

—Joseph M. Calahan, director of Corporate 
Communications, Xerox Corporation



Kuniko Yamamoto  
traveled from her home in Osaka, Japan, across the 
world, all because of a piece of paper. The Japanese art 
of paper–folding is a skill that all young people in her 
country are taught in elementary school. A passionate 
origami folder, Kuniko studied traditional Japanese 
dance, music and theatre and began performing 
professionally in 1983. Last September, Kuniko spent 
three days in Salina, visiting elementary school 
classrooms, Salina South High School, and Opportunity 
Now, to share the arts of origami and storytelling. 

Kuniko tells students how in 1985 she traveled to the 
United States to continue her theatrical study and that 
since that time, she has performed constantly across the 
country. Kuniko is a Kennedy Center-trained teaching 
artist, has appeared many times at Disney’s Epcot 
Center and has charmed audiences at the National 
Storytelling Festival.

During her time in Salina, Kuniko taught teachers the 
art of paper-folding, sharing a wealth of styles, forms 
and figures – everything from a rabbit that pops out of 
a hat (folded from a dollar bill) to an orb that collapses 
into six differently colored “butterflies.” Art a la Carte 
attendees were treated to a traditional Japanese tale 
featuring an intricately folded, six-foot-long dragon.  

While in town, Kuniko also attended a meeting of the 
Salina Arts & Humanities Commission, and was highly 
interested in the administration of the arts in Salina.  

Arts Infusion Student participation Figures 
2013 – 2014 School Year
Arts Infusion Program student contacts are figured consecutively,  
i.e., if a student sees an artist two times, it is considered two contacts.

Local Artists 9,340
Residency Artists 6,493
Art a la Carte Concerts
          Performers 150
          Audience Members 340
Smoky Hill River Festival Performers 151
Mobile Arts Van Summer Program 1,000

TOTAL 17,474
The Arts Infusion Program involved 43 artists and 2,074 adults  
(teacher contacts also counted consecutively).  

 gRAND TOTAL 19,591

Salina Arts & Humanities Annual Report 2014 7

Hand In Hand 

Salina Arts & Humanities is the 
annual recipient of grants that 
support, in great part, the Arts 
Infusion Program.  The agency 
is very often rewarded in the 
competitive process of grants-
making offered by the Greater 
Salina Community Foundation, 
which has become a significant 
partner in this school and student-
based outreach.  

This support includes the L.P. 
“Pat” Mullen grant which supports 
the “Arty” Mobile Arts Van 
summer program.  The Arts 
Infusion Program also is supported 
by a long-standing partnership with 
USD 305, allowing unprecedented 
access for teaching artists working 
in classrooms.  In 2014, significant 

Now residing in North Port, Florida, Kuniko says, “You 
have so much art here. We are just beginning to develop 
our community theatre. We should learn from all of you—
how it is done.”  

Students embraced Kuniko’s message of Japanese culture; 
high school students listened with fascination to the 
language and traditions of Japan while Kuniko explained 
that many modern-day activities are rooted in the 
Japanese invention of video games, anime, and fashion.  

Through the art of a piece of folded paper, Kuniko 
Yamamoto transported more than 1,100 students and 

teachers to the country of her birth; teaching lessons of 
respect, honesty, humility and imagination that spring 
from ancient and contemporary Japanese culture.

Sunset Elementary School fourth graders 
listen to stories of Japanese culture.

dollars from grants resulted in an 
additional $2.04 made available 
per participant in the Arts Infusion 
Program. Participant contacts 
numbered 17,474 for the 2013-14 
school year. 

Passport 2014 summer-program participants make 
colorful birds and birdhouses at the Salina Art Center.

“Arts education is one of the most creative ways 
to find the gold buried just beneath the surface. 
Children have enthusiasm, creativity, and vivid 
imaginations that need training to become 
confident young men and women.” 

—Richard W. Riley, former U.S. Secretary of 
Education



Big Ideas Moves Forward
In The Beginning 
The Big Ideas Community Cultural Plan shapes programs 
and services throughout Salina. Since the plan’s adoption 
in 2008 by the City Commission, 50 of 58 strategies from 
four overarching goals have been implemented. 

“The plan helps guide the agency’s path and provides 
feedback about what the community requested during the 
year-long strategic planning process,” says SA&H Director 
Brad Anderson.  

The process involved a 71-person steering committee 
chaired by co-facilitators Linda Smith and Randy 
Graham, City of Salina governance and management 
personnel, 31 local and regional cultural organizations, 
177 artists, and 1,117 Salinans who responded to a survey. 
Additionally, 801 people attended community forums.

“Part of the beauty of the plan was the significant number 
of people participating in the process,” says Anderson. 
“Everything outlined is still highly relevant today. As 
we make progress in one area, it opens the doors for 
other new strategies.” Adds Linda Smith of the Greater 
Salina Community Foundation, “Community members 
came together to have an important voice in what was 
important to the community. It was an amazing and 
gratifying process.”

A Rocky Start  
During the first five years of the Cultural Plan, SA&H 
had five full-time or interim directors. The staff, arts 
Commissioners and community members jumped in to 
tackle all aspects of the Plan shortly after its adoption. 
Administrative changes, the economic downturn and 
other factors slowed progress after the first year. Focused 
efforts to complete the plan continue, with approximately 
50 of the 58 strategies now under implementation, 
confirms Anderson. “There are some areas that are being 
revisited this year that were begun in 2008. They may still 
need some freshening up.”

So What Is a Big Idea?   
Goal 1 states “Make arts, culture, and heritage offerings 
welcoming, affordable, and accessible to all Salinans.” 
Within this goal, there are three distinct actions and 17 
defined strategies. As an example, Action 1.B reads “See 
that information about arts, culture, and heritage offerings 
regularly reaches all Salinans.” This includes strategic 
use of print media, better use of local radio and cable-
television services, improved coordination of event 
information, and an interactive online directory of  
arts offerings. 
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Significant progress has been made in Action 1.  
Cultural Connections, a weekly e-blast, is sent to anyone 
who requests it. A cultural calendar at salinaarts.com/
calendar is available 24/7 and is identified by category. 
A printed Seasonal Guide is distributed quarterly, and 
social-media communications have improved through 
agency Facebook pages. In addition, Salina media 
outlets have been consistently strong partners in sharing 
cultural news.  “Over the last three years, we have made 
significant efforts to improve how we share events with 
the public,” says Anderson. “These efforts are beginning 
to pay off, as the public is now better informed.” 

What’s Next?  
The Salina Arts & Humanities Commission has 
endorsed moving forward with nine 2015 strategies. 
Some are new, while others are a continuation. The 
department will look at how to “Make Salina a place 
where artists can live and work successfully,” and to 
“Do more to integrate the arts and business.”  Those 
involved also will continue to “widely promote 
beautification stories to increase understanding, 
appreciation, and improve community involvement and 
support of art in public spaces.” 

As Big Ideas participants look back while looking 
forward, many are pleased with the tangible progress 
to date. “I believe that the quality and quantity of 
arts, cultural and heritage offerings in Salina are 
unparalleled for a community of our size,” says original 
Big Ideas co-facilitator Randy Graham of The Mortgage 
Company. ”To me, the single most important Big 
Idea is set out in Goal 1, which prioritizes making 
these offerings accessible to all Salinans. I think great 
strides have been made towards the accomplishment 
of this goal.” More information about The Big Ideas 
Community Cultural Plan can be found at  
salinaarts.com.

Cultural Roundtable Agencies

Civic leaders and community residents 
discuss the Big Ideas plan and its goals.

Salina Arts & Humanities 
salinaarts.com

Access Television of Salina, Inc. 
salinatv.org

Friends of the River 
smokyhillriver.org

Kansas Wesleyan University 
kwu.edu

Rolling Hills Zoo 
rollinghillswildlife.com

Salina Art Center 
salinaartcenter.org

Salina Bicentennial Center 
bicentennialcenter.com

Salina Community Theatre 
salinatheatre.com

Salina Downtown Inc. 
salinadowntown.org

Salina parks & Recreation 
salina-ks.gov/parksandrecreation

Salina public Library 
salinapubliclibrary.org

Salina Symphony 
salinasymphony.org

Smoky Hill Museum 
smokyhillmuseum.org

Stiefel Theatre for the Performing Arts 
stiefeltheatre.org

Visit Salina 
salinakansas.org/visit/

Yesteryear Museum 
facebook.com/yesteryearmuseum



SA&H Supports  
SculptureTour Salina 
The City of Salina has been the beneficiary of a number 
of sculptural works since SculptureTour Salina started in 
spring 2012. There are now 10 public-collection pieces, 
located in Phillips Plaza, Oakdale Park, Jerry Ivey Park, 
the Salina Soccer Complex, Campbell Plaza, and the 
Salina Animal Shelter. 

Three of the works were acquired through the People’s 
Choice Award, by which the public votes to select a 
favorite during a seven-month period each year. It is 
then purchased by the City of Salina. Four of the pieces 
have been donated by the Friends of SculptureTour 
Salina and three have been donated by private groups. 

SculptureTour Salina partners with Salina Arts & 
Humanities in a variety of ways. First, the department 
provides administrative and professional support to the 
STS jury and selection process. SA&H staff suggest 
potential jurors, help refine language for the Call for 
Entries, and assist in the selection process.  In turn, 
SA&H benefits from the year-round display of outdoor 
sculpture for thousands to enjoy.

sculpturetoursalina.net
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get Connected
Created as a result of the 
Big Ideas cultural plan 
and its objectives, the 
Cultural Connections 
calendar is designed to 
“see that information about 
arts, culture and heritage 
offerings regularly reach 
all Salinans.” This event-
marketing tool features 
local and regional cultural-
arts events and exhibits that 
are posted to a web-based 
calendar that reaches more 
than 100,000 patrons.  

Since 2012, SculptureTour Salina’s 20 or more original sculptures have 
attracted thousands to explore and engage in downtown Salina.  
Photo by Tom Dorsey/Salina Journal.

Cultural arts 
directors plus 
representatives 
from the Salina 
Public Library, 
Access Television, 
Salina Downtown 
Inc., Visit Salina, 
Salina Parks 
& Recreation, 
and the Salina 
Bicentennial 
Center gather 
each month to 
discuss a variety of arts-
related topics.  While the 
group does not set or make 
policy, members do benefit 
from coordinating events, 
programs and fundraising 
efforts. 

The group held a retreat 
in summer 2014 to discuss 
common concerns and 

Photo left  
Cultural Roundtable leaders meet  
in July 2014 to discuss arts funding, 
marketing, leadership, and more.

These highlights also are 
shared through a weekly 
e-mail sent to more than 
2,200 subscribers. 

The Cultural Connections 
update shines a spotlight 
on noteworthy projects and 
performances happening 
in the Salina area. The 
various cultural agencies 
that submit upcoming-
event information enjoy 
rotating featured listings 
and appreciate that many 
arts lovers in and around 

Salina, especially those 
newer to town, can feel 
informed and can easily 
access any cultural agency’s 
website through the weekly 
e-mail and the calendar on 
salinaarts.com.

Seasonal Guides high-
lighting special events in 
the region, as well as social-
media advertising and other 
marketing tools, also are 
in use to further engage 
the community in the arts. 
Salina Arts & Humanities 

continues to work 
with organizations and 
businesses to ensure that 
the Cultural Connections 
calendar is meeting their 
needs and the needs of  
the community. 

goals and to make plans for 
the following year. “Each 
member brings unique and 
complimentary skills and 
experience to the table,” 
says Roundtable chairman 
Brad Anderson.  “Many 
participate in various 
professional-development 
workshops, sharing their 
ideas as well as current 

trends in the field.” 

Following the summer 
retreat, various Roundtable 
members have taken 
responsibility to lead 
monthly discussions that 
focus on development 
strategies, marketing and 
programming decisions, and 
developing more engaged 

audiences. Meeting now  
for more than a decade,  
the Roundtable helps 
ensure a healthy cultural-
arts community for years  
to come.

Cultural Roundtable

“Art has the potential 
to unify. It can speak in 
many languages without a 
translator. The arts do not 
discriminate. The arts can 
lift us up.” 

—Barbara Jordan,  
former Texas 

Congresswoman    



Held on the fourth 
Saturday in September, 
the Street Fair is a lively, 
family-friendly event. 
“I love the energy that 
Street Fair brings to 
downtown Salina,” says 
Melissa Hodges, Street Fair 
volunteer and Museum 
member. “The parade, 
the family activities, 
the live music and the 
reintroduction of the 
chili contest make for a 
wonderful celebration of 
our community’s heritage. 
We’re grateful that the 
Museum continues this 
wonderful tradition and 
we’re already looking 
forward to 2015!”

Everyone seems to have a 
favorite spot at the Street 
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Fair. The younger ones love 
the “corn box,” comprised 
of a large, two-part wooden 
“sandbox” filled with corn 
that is chock-full of kids that 
dig, pour and play all day. 
Older kids can’t wait to 
decorate their own gourd. 

Museum Street Fair Fun For All

At the Street Fair’s Main 
Stage, grownups pick out 
a spot under the canopied 
seating to enjoy popular 
acts like Carrie Nation and 
the Speakeasy or The Soul 
Preachers. Other event 
highlights include historic 

demonstrators, kid’s crafts, 
inflatables, a stage just for 
kid-themed entertainment 
and a tempting array of 
Museum Store goods to 
peruse and buy, inside  
and out. 

One of the most popular 
2014 features was the 
returning Chili Cook-
Off. “After many years 
of successful competition, 
the Salina Journal’s Chili 
Cook-Off stopped, but 
many asked why,” explains 

Photo left: Children of the corn. Being buried in the “corn box” is one of 
the many ways children have fun at the Street Fair.  
Photograph by Glory Benacka.
Photo below: Many activities abound at the Street Fair including legos, 
hula hoops and inflatables. Photograph by Glory Benacka.

Curator of Exhibits and 
Cook-Off organizer Josh 
Morris. “We took it upon 
ourselves to bring it back. 
Altogether, we ended 
up with 10 different chili 
recipes to sample and over 
400 people ready to taste.” 

As the Street Fair team 
continues to innovate 
and improve, they’ll be 
sure to retain many of the 
traditions of this popular 
fall event. Other annual 
events the Museum hosts 
are Kansas Day week, its 
early-December Holiday 
Open House and summer 
Jr. Explorer field trips.
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Longtime Museum patron Ilse Bates is originally from 
a small town near Frankfurt, Germany. She married an 
American soldier and moved to the U.S. in 1965.  
After traveling the world and living in several cities 
stateside, Ilse decided to retire to Salina to be closer  
to her daughter.

After Bates settled in Salina 15 years ago, she began 
taking her three great–grandchildren to the Smoky 
Hill Museum to share her fascination of “old things” 
including the Museum’s replica dugout cabin. Along the 
way, Ilse and her family developed a love of many of the 
Museum’s exhibits and objects that tell the story of how 
Salina first began and how it has evolved.

Ilse and her great–grandchildren became frequent 
visitors. Staff enjoyed making their acquaintance and 
watching the children grow up. The girls, Tiara Erving 

On a cool, clear October morning without a speck of dust 
in the air – one Salina group certainly had dust on their 
minds. They were on the local 1930s excursion tour that 
highlighted drought, flood, grasshoppers, WPA projects, 
parks, dusters and more. The tour was part of a successful 
multi-month collaboration between the Smoky Hill 
Museum and the Salina Public Library.

Salina Reads is a library-sponsored, community reading 
program held each fall. When the book selection 
committee, comprised of community members, selected 
The Worst Hard Time, a book about the 1930s Dust Bowl, 
the collaboration began.

“The fact that this book was chosen was serendipitous,” 
said Lori Berezovsky, community outreach coordinator for 
the Salina Public Library. “It was a perfect match with the 
current exhibit at the Museum and the partnership was a 
natural fit.”

Kansas Days
Necks crane, eyes widen and noses wrinkle as area third-
graders take a whiff of what real butter smells like during 
Kansas Days at the Smoky Hill Museum. Scheduled in 
late January to coincide with when Kansas first became a 
state, Kansas Days introduces students to a different time 
and to different people through activities of the 1860s. 

Volunteers and student helpers serve as escorts and lead 
four activities during each 
student group’s two-hour 
Museum visit. Students 
play pioneer games, churn 
butter, shell and grind corn 
and pack their wagon for a 
trip to Kansas. But, all this 
fun has an important and 
intentional purpose.

“Kansas Days provides 
engaging hands-on 
experiences, so our students 
better understand people 
and our community from 

past to present,” said Trudy Dennison, third-grade teacher 
at Ell-Saline Elementary School. “I look forward to our 
trip each year!”

Often for the first time, third-graders hold an ear of 
corn, put their fingers into soft corn flour they’ve just 
ground and learn that there’s more to making butter 
than going to the store. During the Pack Your Wagon 
activity, students negotiate, disagree, persuade and vote to 
decide which items go in the wagon. Pioneer games teach 
cooperation and sharing--both when they were first played 
and today.  

Learning and fun happen at the Smoky Hill Museum 
during Kansas Days, as students get their hands, eyes, 
noses, ears and minds on history.

and Carniecia Robertson, have even appeared  
in promotional materials for the Museum.  

Tiara is now a sophomore at KWU studying nursing. 
Carnicia is a student at Salina Central High School. Ilse’s 
great-grandson D’andre Erving is now 23 years old and 
works at Exide Technologies. Although the kids have 
busy lives these days, Ilse says, she still enjoys visiting the 
Museum and other local cultural attractions on her own. 

 “From the day I came here, I was asking right away 
about the Museum and library and other places to go,” 
says Bates, who has toured the Musee du Louvre in Paris 
and the Museo Nacional del Prada in Madrid as part of 
her world travels. “I like everything in the Museum. Over 
the years, the kids enjoyed everything, too. I hope they 
bring their own children to the Museum one day.”

Visits Lead to Lifelong Learning
Photo Above: Third-graders get to see and use old-fashioned   
butter-churning tools during Kansas Days at the Smoky Hill Museum.

Collaboration Creates Dynamic Learning Opportunities
As a result, the Museum took part in the Salina Reads 
kick-off and also hosted a 1930s presentation at which 
Library staff were welcomed, so presentation-goers could 
easily check out The Worst Hard Time. Museum education 
items were featured in the 1930s display at the Library. 
In partnership with the Salina Art Center Cinema and 
the Library, the Museum offered a free showing of the 
Ken Burns documentary, The Dust Bowl, with very 
strong attendance. The Library hosted numerous book 
discussions and presentations and the Museum hosted the 
1930s excursion tour.

“We are definitely invested in collaborations,” said 
Nona Miller, curator of education for the Smoky Hill 
Museum. “It strengthens involved entities and serves the 
community, when we work together.”

2014 Kansas Days
 Monday, January 27 – Friday, January 31

Schools participated   19
 from Salina   9  
 including all public schools
 from outside of Salina  10
people involved   Nearly 1,200 
 Students, teachers & volunteers

 Kansas Days 2015 is January 26 — 30
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In our work as financial professionals, my team helps 
people think about their future.  In my experience, a 
good game plan today can help create strong outcomes 
down the road.

As an advisor and former coach, I help people see that 
strong success isn’t built overnight but over time, so 
it will endure and serve as a legacy to others.  That’s 
one of the main reasons Waddell & Reed has chosen to 
support the Smoky Hill Museum.  We find we have a 
lot in common with how the Museum “does business.”  
Here are just a few of our core shared beliefs:

We are connected.  
In sports, at work, at home and in school, we should 
appreciate the influence and impact we have on 
one another—hopefully in positive ways. Through its 
programs and events, the Museum emphasizes that 
each person is part of our community’s interwoven 
historical “tapestry” and is equally valued.

Remember where you began. 
Our financial team takes each client on a journey 
with specific goals in mind.  As objectives are 
realized, before-and-after differences can potentially 
be significant. Likewise, since its origin in 1879, the 
Museum has recorded each chapter of Salina’s growth, 
so that where we have been, compared to where we are 
today, can be shared and celebrated.

Think of those to follow. 
As a coach, I tried to instill in my players an 
understanding that their influence would remain 
long after their names or victories were forgotten.   
Building with a strong legacy in mind helps Waddell 
& Reed and the Museum gain the perspective to make 
strategic, well-informed decisions to stand the test of 
time.

Please consider involvement or financial support 
of the Smoky Hill Museum today. It serves as our 
community’s official historical repository and is a 
unique, irreplaceable part of Salina.

Ken Ebert is Managing Principal of the Salina division 
of Waddell & Reed Inc. He has lived and worked in the 
community for 23 years. Ebert and his team support 

many deserving initiatives and 
programs across Salina, including 
the Smoky Hill Museum.  Ken can be 
reached at kebert20141@wradvisors.
com. This article is meant to be 
general in nature and should not be 
construed as investment or financial 
advice related to your personal 
situation.

The staff at Salina Arts 
& Humanities makes 
valuable contributions to 
the city and the region. 
Building a healthy 
cultural–arts environment 
requires the investment 
of time and resources in 
a variety of ways. “We 
have to be willing to 
serve other organizations 
and individuals if we 
want to see the continual 
development of our 
communities,” says Director 
Brad Anderson. 

Over the last year, 
the agency provided 
professional-development 
opportunities for teachers 
through workshops with 
visiting artists. The staff 
also served as consultants 
to local and regional arts 
and service organizations.  
SA&H continues to help 
with the administration 
of First Thursday events 

SA&H Regional Reach Grows

and serves as a connector  
to musical, performing, 
literary and visual artists  
and those who seek their 
professional services. 

The department is involved 
in resource partnerships 
with SculptureTour Salina, 
the proposed Wings Over 
Salina Air Museum, USD 
305 bond projects, and 

citizens wishing to place 
privately funded projects 
in public spaces. Staff also 
consults to boards and 
organizations across central 
and northwest Kansas. 

“As an agency with nearly 
50 years of experience, 
we can provide important 
knowledge and resources 
to help other communities 

prosper,” says Anderson. 
“Our staff has experience 
in program development, 
volunteer recruitment, 
grant writing, organizational 
leadership, government 
relations, and building 
strong partnerships with 
local businesses. These 
skills can be particularly 
important to agencies that 
are new or expanding.”

Helping other communities 
also benefits SA&H, as staff 
brings new ideas back to 
Salina. “When you aren’t 
open to learning new 
things, you wither and die,” 
says Anderson. “There are 
very few examples where 
we don’t learn something 
new as we reach out to 
assist others.” Vibrant 
partnerships will likely 
continue to help Salina 
Arts & Humanities and the 
region grow even stronger.

Team Up for Success

Sharon Keister of KVSV Radio and Lindsay Gray of Gray Drug and 
Fountain in Beloit support regional Festival outreach efforts.

O n e  R i ve r  Fe s t i va l  B ut ton  get s  y o u :

•	A million, irreplaceable summertime 
memories

•	A good nap under your favorite 
shade tree

•	Music to dance to

•	Festival food, all weekend long

•	Incomparable artwork to peruse 
and take home

•	Time to think or chill out

•	Tons	of	cool	kid’s	stuff	to	make	 
and do

•	Amazing outdoor art all around
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After more than 15 years of 
hard work, the Salina Arts 
& Humanities Community 
Art & Design program 
received “big news” in 
summer 2014. Dawn’s 
Silver Lining, a sculpture 
by Arizona artist Barbara 
Grygutis that was installed 
in October 2012 on South 
Ninth Street, was selected 
as the Public Space winner 
of the CODAawards 
international design 
competition.

A group of prestigious 
international judges 
selected the piece not only 
for its artistic integrity, 
but also as an excellent 
example of positive 
collaboration between 
artist and community.  The 
policy in place to help 
guide the collaborative 
process is important for 
public input and artist 
engagement, and follows 
best practices in public art.

In 2014, CODA 
(Collaboration of Art 

Community Art & Design partners 
With Salina
The City of Salina’s Community Art & Design 
program originated from conversations held in 1998 
in preparation for the Smoky Hill River Festival’s 25th 
anniversary. During those public talks, numerous people 
remarked that while the Festival was great and Salina 
had a vibrant arts community, there was very little 
to demonstrate this energy and creativity in a more 
enduring, visible way.  

Community Art & Design was created from these 
conversations. The first piece of permanent, public-
commissioned work for Salina was placed at the new 
animal shelter under construction in 2001. Since then, 
seven more public-art pieces have been developed as 
part of the City’s capital improvement program, with 
more work on the way. 

Currently, SA&H staff is overseeing a project for the 
entry plaza at the Salina Bicentennial Center, scheduled 
for spring 2015 installation. A site committee also has 
been formed to oversee a rebuilding project on Iron 
Avenue for the summer of 2015.

The Iron Avenue project is situated on an “impact 
street” that receives more than 9,000 cars each day 
between Ohio and downtown Salina. Residents, business 
owners, and neighborhood stakeholders are working 
with Arts & Humanities, city engineers, construction 
managers, Parks & Recreation staff, and artist Kent 
Williams to develop an attractive welcome to the 
community. 

“This is an open and inclusive process that gives us 
a chance to reflect the history and energy of our 
community,” says Visual Arts Coordinator Grace 
Peterson. “The Site Committee is an important 
component of the process, as they help shape the final 
solution.” 

One important function of CA&D is to make sure 
that the preliminary project description and vision are 
complete and to provide the details and challenges that 
lay ahead. Williams also was the artist for the Salina 
Water Treatment Plant project, completed in 2006, and 
looks forward to working with Salina once again.

Visit salinaarts.com

A ro un d  Tow n
Dawn’s Silver Lining Honored With International Design Award

+ Design) received 366 
entries in 10 categories. 
Dawn’s Silver Lining 
finished at the top and was 
featured on the title page 
of an article celebrating the 
awards in Interior Design 
magazine.  Many of the 
pieces in the competition 
had much larger budgets 
than Salina’s project. 
Winners of the other 

categories were primarily in 
large metropolitan cities in 
the U.S., Europe, Asia, and 
Canada. 

“This is an important 
award that has helped raise 
awareness of a number 
of regional and national 
artists,” says SA&H Visual 
Arts Coordinator Grace 
Peterson. “The strong 
reputation of Salina’s arts 

community allows us to 
partner with quality artists 
on important work.” 
More awards may be 
in the future, as Salina 
continues to place art in 
public spaces and follows 
successful models of design 
collaboration.

The fluid pieces of Dawn’s Silver Lining reflect the sunset in Fall 2012.

Engineers and other professionals prep the components of Dawn’s Silver Lining for site installation.

“Creativity is just connecting things. Creative 
people are able to connect experiences they’ve 
had and synthesize new things. The broader one’s 
understanding of the human experience, the 
better design we will have.”

—Steve Jobs
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Musicians, puppets, 
jugglers, dancers, stilt-
walkers, clowns, and all 
types of roving performers 
are showcased at the 
Smoky Hill River Festival.  
Favorites from 2014 
included The Harpoonist 
and the Axe Murderer 
from Canada, Friday night 
headliner Funkadesi,  
and the blues tunes of  
Big Jim Adam.

A look at how Festival 
entertainment is chosen is 
an intriguing “backstage 
pass.” Festival staff, 
working with a broad-
based committee, reviews a 
collection of videos, sound 
clips and websites from 
talent agents throughout 
the country. The committee 
also sifts through direct 
contacts from artists, 
public suggestions on the 
Festival website, and their 
own recommendations.  
Hundreds of individuals 

Heaven On Earth
The Smoky Hill River 
Festival has become a 
staple, not only in our 
production year, but in our 
lives. My daughters have 
grown up at the Festival 
and if you ask my youngest, 
now 18, she will tell you it 
is her ‘favorite place  
on earth.’ 

The people of Salina have 
the biggest hearts, and the 
Festival brings us together 
as a family--even those of 
us that travel long distances 
to partake. It’s not a chore 
to be here, it is a delight 
and a pleasure.  The event 
planners are organized, 
the volunteers are well-
prepared, the vendors, 
artists, and bands are well 
chosen and pleasant to 
work with, the crowds are 
kind-hearted and the park 
is beautifully maintained. 
What’s not to love? It 
has been an honor to 
participate in the Festival 
for the last 13 years, and 
my crew and I hope to 
continue to contribute to 
the traditions of future 
River Festivals. 

Jerry Hooper, Hooper 
Sound Production Services, 
Norman, OK

E nter ta i n m ent
On Stage At The Festival

and bands are reviewed 
each year, with the goal 
of hiring about 10 groups, 
most appearing multiple 
times during Festival 
weekend.  This slate does 
not include the children’s 
entertainment or local and 
regional entertainers that 
also are part of the  
Festival “scene.”  

The actual hiring of 
entertainers requires the 
committee to come to 
consensus, then allow staff 
time to research price, 
availability and backline 
requests like musical 
instruments and other 
equipment.  Once a price 
is agreed upon, contracts 
are issued and the process 
of marketing, assessing 
technical and sound needs 
and scheduling begins.

Throughout these complex 
steps, the committee is 
attuned to the quality of 
performer musicianship, 
genre, age appeal, 
instrumentation, and 

ability to interact with the 
audience.  Phil Hemmer, 
Entertainment Committee 
member, says, “Our goal 
is to bring together a 
diverse lineup of musical 
acts that resonates with 
our audience.  We really 
try to have something that 
appeals to everyone that 
attends the River Festival.”

This careful research 
and negotiation results 
in an environment the 
artists say they appreciate. 
The manner in which 
everything from contracts 
to communication is 
orchestrated by the Festival 
is unique and valued. Once 
they’ve appeared at the 
Smoky Hill River Festival, 
artists often ask their agents 
to inquire about a return 
engagement.  Brandon 
DeMaris, agent for Beto 
and the Fairlanes, says, 
“The band loves that the 
Festival audience gives 
them a standing ovation 
several times throughout 

the body of a piece.”  

In addition to the diverse 
slate on the Eric Stein 
Stage and the tented Stage 
II, Festival-goers can catch 
unique performances from 
entertainers throughout the 
region. The Bravo Salina! 
Stage is a visible venue 
for student and other local 
performers and also acts 
as a teaching venue for 
master classes and “Open 
Mic” performances.   The 
Festival Jam, presented 
by S. M. Hanson Music, 
features 16 bands with 
change-outs every 15 
minutes, during the 
Festival’s Thursday-night 
four-hour opening party.  

Loren Banninger, Eric 
Stein Stage Manager, 
says:  “After 30-plus years 
of working at the River 
Festival, the number-one 
thing I hear is, ‘We would 
love to come back again-
-everyone here is so kind 
and friendly!’   

Photo below: Big Bang Boom revs and rocks it at the Children’s Stage.

It really makes me proud of 
the staff and volunteers that 
make the Festival run so 
smoothly.  My family ‘lives’ 
at the Festival, and now we 
are at four generations.  It’s 
an honor to be part of it!”  

Watch the Festival website 
riverfestival.com for 
updates in early April 
for the new, unusual and 
familiar performers you’ll 
see at Smoky Hill River 
Festival 2015, in Oakdale 
Park.

Photo far left: April Verch from 
Ontario, Canada
Photo left: The Mudbugs Cajun & 
Zydeco Band

“To stop the flow of 
music would be like 
the stopping of time 
itself, incredible and 
inconceivable.” 

—Aaron Copeland, 
composer



Salina Arts & Humanities Annual Report 2014 15

Theresa Hernandez plays cello on a sunny Friday. 
Photo Credit:  The Salina Journal/Tom Dorsey

Art a la Carte Delights Indoors and Out 

Arts on the Horizon
Many times, as you look through an event program, 
you will see the “Horizons Grants Program” named as a 
contributor to the play, exhibit, or musical performance 
you’ve come to see.  Horizons Grants are funded 
through the generous gift of donors who provide annual 
contributions to the Salina Arts & Humanities Foundation, 
specifically to underwrite innovative projects by local 
cultural agencies and social–service providers.

The Salina Symphony is one Cultural Roundtable agency 
which has strategically used Horizons over many years.  
The Symphony uses the grant to invite guest artists or 
to create collaborative projects in performing an annual 
concert, usually with an additional outreach performance 
for fourth graders.  

For instance, in February 2014 the Symphony worked 
with Salina Central and South High Schools’ advanced 
art classes to create a collaborative art and music project 
related to Mussorgsky’s “Pictures at an Exhibition.”  
Students created original artwork inspired by or related 
to the music, with these works on exhibit in the Stiefel 
Theatre Watson Room.  The project culminated in a 
visual presentation of images of selected student works 
projected onstage as the Symphony performed.  The 
purpose was to bring awareness to a new audience by 
exposing young visual artists and their families to a 
broader understanding of symphonic music.  

One comment from a teacher about the fourth-grade 
outreach performance was as follows. “My students 
enjoyed the concert a lot.  They especially liked the 
multimedia portion and the individual instrument and 
instrument-family performances.  I am glad for this 
concert, because it gets the students more excited for our 
band and strings programs.”

The competitive process of grant-making through the 
Horizons Grants Program has served Salina’s cultural 
community since 1986.  In the ensuing years, $2,661,893 
has been awarded with 613,103 community members 
benefitting.  The Horizons Grants Program is, in many 
ways, responsible for broadening the vibrant cultural 
community of Salina.

Salina South Middle School guitarists wait for their cue. 
Photo Credit:  The Salina Journal/Tom Dorsey

The Prairie Wind Harp Ensemble plays a lilting set indoors at the 
Salina Art Center.

The Art a la Carte audience enjoys a fall performance 
at Robert Caldwell Plaza.

“Music is a more potent instrument 
than any other for education, because 
rhythm and harmony find their way into 
the inward places of the soul.”

—Plato
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I t  A l l  Add s  U p
Arts spending in the local community is stronger than many realize. According 
to the national Arts & Economic Prosperity III study done in 2007 that detailed 
the cultural sector’s economic impact in Salina and 156 other study regions across 
the U.S., Saline County arts-related spending in FY 2005 was valued at nearly $24 
million ($23,750,977). This figure included direct expenditures by all arts and cultural 
organizations and secondary spending by cultural audiences or visitors.

That annual “arts investment” also represents support for 815 FTE (full-time 
equivalent) jobs across the community and revenue generated to local and state 
government of $2,047,000 combined. 

In that year, a total of 380,527 local persons and 163,161 out-of-county guests 
attended a cultural event or performance of some type in Saline County. Out-of-town 
visitors spent an average of $31.61 while local “cultural consumers” spent an average 
of $17.57.

Come enjoy music and nature each Spring and Fall, 
with local and regional talent!

Spring Season:
April & May, Fridays 12:20 to 12:50 p.m.,  
Robert Caldwell Plaza near City-County Building

Fall Season:
September and October, Fridays 12:20 to 12:50 p.m.,  
Campbell Plaza downtown next to Coop’s Pizzeria 

For more information,  
e-mail sahc@salina.org or visit salinaarts.com

each $ = $3.40
each    = 12,600 people

Local Persons

Out-of-Town Persons

Arts-Related Spending in Salina 
based on Arts & Economic Prosperity III study, 2007

G et  I nv ol v ed  To  
F ind  Su c c e ss

Yo ung  ad ul t s  w h o  vo l unte er 
a re  h a l f  a s  l i ke ly  t o  d rop  o ut 
or  h a ve  t ro ubl e  f i n d i ng  a  j o b , 
s a y s  O pp or tun i t y  N a t i on . 

W h ic h  s i de  o f  t h i s  s t a t i s t i c  do 
y o u  wa nt  y o u r  k i d s  t o  b e  on ? 
E-mail sahc@salina.org for 
details on local arts-volunteering 
opportunities. 
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Museum On Target
To bring the most dynamic educational 
programming to its local and regional visitors, 
the Smoky Hill Museum has pinpointed 
several focal goals for 2015:

•	Create	and	deliver	a	dynamic	and	
high-quality	experience	with	the	
completion	of	The	Curiosity	Shop	
hands-on	interactive	children’s	
area.

•	Complete	the	capital	campaign	
for	the	interactive	children’s	area	
renovation.

•	Develop,	research	and	install	the	
first	of	a	two-part	special	exhibit	
on	the	1960s.

•	Document	staff	workload	to	be	
sure	resources	are	adequate	for	
programming	and	community–
service	demands.

W h a t ’ s  A h e ad

In its 39th year, the mission of the Smoky Hill 
River Festival is to celebrate the arts and the 
community through a festival happening that 
is accessible to anyone. Among the Festival’s 
seven focal goals are three that parallel future 
Big Ideas objectives: 

•	To	bring	visitors	to	Salina	
to	enjoy	an	arts	celebration	
while	emphasizing	the	strong	
relationship	between	the	arts	and	
economic	development.	

•	To	strengthen	public	perception	
of	Salina’s	quality	of	life	and	its	
strong	appeal	to	newcomers	and	
families.	

•	To	encourage	the	community	to	
collaborate	in	unique	and	different	
ways.

River Festival staff and volunteers work hard 
year-round to create a unique and memorable 
arts event that has strong local and regional 
impact. To learn more about how you can play 
a part, contact SA&H at 785-309-5700 or visit 
riverfestival.com.

The Salina Arts & 
Humanities Foundation 
Board launched a new 
endowment fund at the 
Greater Salina Community 
Foundation in 2014. The 
Smoky Hill River Festival 
Legacy Fund is in place 
to help secure the future 
of the River Festival for 
generations to come. 

Individual and business 
donors have played an 
important role in the 
success of the Festival since 
its inception in 1976. SA&H 
felt it was a pivotal time 

to move forward with an 
endowment fund, to give 
long-time supporters an 
opportunity to support the 
Festival and its mission in a 
lasting way.

“The new fund will not 
be built with a capital 
campaign or redirected 
funds intended to support 
arts programming,” says 
Brad Anderson. “We are 
doing our best to make 
our supporters aware of 
this opportunity as they 
do estate planning. This is 
not a short-term goal--we 

Festival On The Move

Looking to the Future
are looking 20 or 30 years 
down the road.”

So what would a $10 
million endowment do?  “It 
would redefine our cultural 
community,” explains 
Anderson. “An endowment 
of that size would mean 
that the agency might be in 
a position to re-grant some 
of the $220,000 in Festival 
admission fees it receives 
each year. Wouldn’t that be 
great?”

Alongside the Festival 
Legacy Fund, the Smoky 
Hill Museum’s Endowment 

Fund provides an avenue 
for lovers of history and 
longtime Salina residents or 
families to make a lasting 
impact. 

Salina Arts & Humanities 
Foundation and Friends of 
the Smoky Hill Museum 
boards, alongside SA&H 
staff, will work to heighten 
awareness about the 
funds they oversee, as 
they encourage cultural 
supporters to make a 
lasting gift to the programs 
and services many value 
and enjoy.

“The future belongs to young 
people with an education and the 
imagination to create.”

—President Barack Obama

For more information on the many programs 
and events of the Smoky Hill Museum, or to 
inquire about volunteering, call 785-309-5776  
or visit smokyhillmuseum.org.
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Five years ago, “Arty” the 
Mobile Arts Van was born.  
Designed as a summer 
outreach program for kids 
in remote or underserved 
neighborhoods, the 2014 
project was based upon 
what was previously 
learned about the places in 
which elementary children 
spend their summer hours, 
the adults and social–
service organizations that 
serve them, and their need 
or inability to provide arts-
based programming.  

In the past, visiting artists 
and activities have been 
taken directly to caregiver 
organizations to reach 
youth. These programs 
or sites include Sunrise 
Presbyterian Church’s 
“C.A.S.T.L.E” program, St. 
John’s Missionary Baptist 
Church’s MADD (music, 

Kid s  a n d  Fa m i l i e s
Arty Mobile Arts Van “passport to Culture” 

art, drama and dance) 
Camp, Camp Salina, 
YMCA Camp Swat, and 
New Jerusalem Missionary 
Baptist Church.  For 2014, 
an effort was made to 
introduce the children to 
Salina’s varied cultural 
organizations, meaning 
they took “field trips” to 
the Salina Art Center, 
Salina Community Theatre, 
Rolling Hills Zoo, the 
Smoky Hill Museum and 
the Stiefel Theatre, where 
kids met members of the 
Salina Symphony.

Children also received 
visits by singer-songwriter 
Monty Selby, storyteller-
writer Priscilla Howe 
and Eulenspiegel Puppet 
Theatre, featuring  
“Two Tales From Asia.”

That each of the cultural 
organizations were on 

board with the “Passport 
To Culture” project, 
considering that each 
already had their own 
summer programming, was 
an impressive testament 
to their staff and their 
eagerness to introduce 
their organizations to new 
patrons.   

The children loved the new 
program. “The Art Center 
was my favorite.” “I like to 

make stuff and shape things 
from clay.”  “I like to be 
creative.” The caregiver 
organizations as well 
repeated time and again 
that “Salina kids are so 
lucky that they have all 
of these things to see and 
do.”  In 1,000 meaningful 
contacts with Salina kids, 
“Arty” the Mobile Arts Van 
brought an entire world 
of culture into the story of 
“What I did last summer!”

participating 
Day Care  
Organizations 
Sunrise presbyterian 
Church “C.A.S.T.L.E” 
program
825 E. Beloit Ave.

YMCA/Camp Swat
570 YMCA Drive

Camp Salina @ 
Friendship Center
746 Commanche Ave.

St. John’s Missionary 
Baptist Church/MADD 
Camp
215 S. Chicago Street

New Jerusalem 
Missionary Baptist 
Church 
321 N. Eighth Street

Cultural 
Organizations 
Visited
Salina Art Center
241 S. Santa Fe Ave.

Salina Community 
Theatre
303 E. Iron Ave.

Smoky Hill Museum
211 W. Iron Ave.

Stiefel Theatre for the 
performing Arts
Salina Symphony
151 S. Santa Fe Ave.

Rolling Hills Zoo
625 N. Hedville Road

Arty the Mobile 
Arts Van made 800 
contacts in 2013 and  
1,050 contacts in 2014.

 
2014 showed a 20% 
increase in student 
and adult contacts 
compared to 2013.

Oakdale park is 
transformed for 
four days into a 

special gathering 
place for young and 

old, as the magic 
and conviviality of 

the River Festival is 
created once a year.

M ak i ng  Fe s t i va l  M ag ic
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In the center of Salina’s 
premiere arts and culture 
event lies a bustling 
metropolis of creativity, 
music, and fun and games 
for children of all ages. 
Visited by as many as 3,000 
children and their families 
during Festival weekend, 
this interactive, hands-on 
area demonstrates that the 
arts are fun and accessible 
to all. Free admission for 
children 11 and under 
helps make it an affordable 
experience. 

Artyopolis provides the 
perfect setting for creativity 
and imagination through 
enrichment, engagement 
and the arts. Button 
Boulevard and the Creation 
Crossing tent house free 
projects that allow children 
to stretch their creative 
muscles by using various 
materials and mediums. 
Lego Lane provides the 
perfect backdrop for 
structural creativity and 
the Children’s Stage 
delivers free, family friendly 
entertainment sure to get 
your toes tapping.  

Imaginations soar at 
Paintchoo Plaza, where 
kids are transformed into 
anything their hearts desire 
with a little face paint and 
endless possibilities. The 
organically generated 

The Festival Families First program celebrates its 10th anniversary at the Smoky Hill 
River Festival in 2015.  The program was designed as a delivery system for underserved 
families and individuals to receive subsidized admission Buttons.

The Festival Families First program 
works through a variety of social-
service organizations to choose 
families that will use the Buttons in 
a responsible way; enabling many 
to take their children to the event.  
Caseworkers aid in the distribution of these underwritten admissions, identifying clients 
who will benefit most.  

In 2014, 697 admission Buttons were distributed with underwriting provided by a wide 
range of local foundations, businesses, churches and individuals.  Recipients receive a 
bilingual sheet of suggested Festival activities and low-cost ways to participate in the 
event on-site, while OCCK provides free transportation.

Artyopolis Growth and Evolution 

sense of camaraderie and 
excitement that Artyopolis 
nurtures in children, 
parents and participating 
volunteers is second to 
none.  “This was my first 
year helping out and I 
will do it again for sure,” 
says Debbie, a volunteer 
from Salina Regional 
Health Center. As a part 
of the overall Festival, 
Artyopolis is a kids-sized 
arts experience for the 
whole family. Cindy Curry 
of Solomon Corporation, 
a Game Street sponsor, 
was “truly impressed with 
how you all pull off this 
massive undertaking. All 
the volunteers are great and 
the park looked lovely.” 

It is only with the help of 
hundreds of volunteers over 
the course of three days 
that Artyopolis comes alive. 
“Our kids look forward to 
volunteering every year 
and are excited to be a 
part of the Festival,” says 
Debbie Smith, coach of the 
Salina Aquatics Club. Many 
groups, organizations, 
families and teams use 
their volunteer shifts in 
Artyopolis as a bonding 
experience, and they take 
the opportunity to serve 
very earnestly.

Salina Regional Health 
Center provides about 
100 Artyopolis volunteers 
for an entire day, while 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Salina provides volunteers 
to paint hundreds of 
children’s faces in 
Paintchoo Plaza for the 
entire Festival weekend. 

Meanwhile, other 
community businesses and 
organizations generate 
revenue for their charitable 
causes by operating pay-to-
play games and activities 
beneath the brightly 
colored storefronts of  
Game Street.

It’s easy to be a part of 
this endeavor through 
volunteering or a Game 
Street Booth sponsorship. 
Visit the Smoky Hill 
River Festival webpage at 
riverfestival.com and find 
Artyopolis and Game Street 
information under the “Fun 
and Games” tab. Those 
wishing to volunteer can 
contact Amanda Morris at 
amanda.morris@salina.org 
or 785.309.5770.

Photo left: Child attempts the Fish 
Bowl Toss on Game Street  
in Artyopolis.
Photo far left: Lego Lane fosters 
creativity and imagination.
Photo top: The bright, whimsical 
Game Street storefronts house 
games by local clubs and 
organizations.

“Thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to show my kids a good 
time for the first time in a long time.”

—FFF Participant

Festival Families First

Total	Festival	Families	First	clients	served		
since	2005	is	4,909.

To get involved in 
River Festival 2015, 
contact SA&H at  
785-309-5770 or info@
sahc.com, or visit 
riverfestival.com by 
March 1.

Volunteers Make the Festival Picture Perfect!

“The arts are the best insurance 
policy a city can take on itself.” 

—Walter Dumas, former mayor  
of Baton Rouge, LA

“Politicians don’t bring people 
together. Artists do.” 

—Richard Daley, former mayor  
of Chicago



Since 2012, the River 
Festival has offered pre-
Festival admission Buttons 
in communities around 
Salina. Prior to that, 
advance-price Buttons 
were sold just at 35 to 40 
designated locations across 
town, including the SA&H 
offices.

“In Spring 2012, we were 
looking for a way to 
connect with surrounding 
communities in which 
families already appreciated 
the Festival, to make it 
easier for them to make 

Gifts of all kinds make the 
River Festival possible. 
Each year, 25 percent 
of the Festival’s budget 
comes from sponsorships 
and donations. In 2014, 
nearly 320 individual and 
business donors provided 
more than $130,000 in 
financial support. An 
additional $145,000 is 
provided annually in the 
form of in-kind goods and 
services essential to Festival 
operations.

Along with financial and 
in-kind contributions, about 
2,000 volunteers staff or 
manage key aspects of 
the Festival, with a dollar 
value of about $90,000. If 
this volunteer and financial 
support for the Festival was 
not so strong, organizers 
say admission Buttons 
would cost $25 each instead 
of the current $10. 

Another way that local 
businesses support the 
Festival is through the 
purchase of Employee 
admission Buttons.  

Increased racial diversity, women’s career changes, and 
philosophical shifts in young adults are among factors 
that influence how cultural-arts organizations will solicit 
donors in the future. As private funding for non-profits 
remains key to long-term success, many may begin to 
re-examine with whom and how they connect. 

Based on Census Bureau projections, within the next 
10 years, people of color will outnumber whites in the 
U.S. Also, 40 percent of women with children under 18 
are primary breadwinners. Of those women, 37 percent 
are married and earn more than their spouses. At the 
same time, women comprise nearly half of today’s law 
and medical students.  Research shows that as earning 
potential rises, opportunities for larger charitable gifts 
from women may increase.

Millenials and other younger givers demand concrete 
results as they intentionally support charitable causes 
in meaningful ways. On the other end of the spectrum, 
Baby Boomers are now at their “giving peak,” 
representing 43 percent of all individual giving, or 
$61.9 million a year. Boomers give an average of $436 
annually to their favorite charity while giving to 4.5 
groups each year. Millenials give an average of $230 to 
their top cause, with Gen X’ers falling in the middle, 
contributing $376 per year per cause.

While younger donors’ generosity is commendable, they 
don’t give exactly like their parents did. They are more 
likely to donate smaller amounts to a higher number of 
organizations and are inclined to use crowd sourcing to 
fund specific projects through social media. Worldwide 
giving using these online tools rose from $2.7 billion 
in 2012 to $5.1 billion in 2013. To avoid falling behind, 
cultural-arts agencies may need to develop new 
strategies to maintain current funding from more  
people who give smaller amounts. 

One simple yet important way that organizations 
can engage donors is by increasing opportunities for 
volunteers to support their programs and services. 
Direct participation in projects and events deepens 
emotional connections, can result in stronger donor 
referrals, and also reduces personnel or  
administrative costs. Societal shifts can be difficult, but 
throughout history, the arts world has embraced change 
in order to challenge the status quo. Local cultural-arts 
agencies are well-positioned to adapt as national shifts 
occur, to find creative solutions to what lies ahead.

M on ey  M a t te r s
Festival Button Growth Across Kansas

their plans ahead of time,” 
says Marketing Coordinator 
Kay Quinn. “Over the next 
three years, our network of 
Button Retailer locations 
grew from 175 Buttons sold 
in 8 cities in 2012 to 547 
buttons sold in 19 cities  
in 2014.”

One of the newest regional 
Button partners sold out in 
2014. “We were delighted 
to participate in last year’s 
Festival as a first-time 
retailer,” says Lindsay Gray, 
co-owner of Gray Drug and 
Fountain, a pharmacy and 

soda fountain in downtown 
Beloit. “We loved being 
able to provide the 
convenience and savings 
of making the Buttons 
available to our friends  
and customers.”

SA&H Director Brad 
Anderson points out that 
the continued growth of 
regional Button sales has 
helped the River Festival 
counteract a recent 
national trend of 10 to 15 
percent declines in event 
attendance. In 2014, Festival 
Buttons were sold in cities 

River Festival Sponsor Support
Kasa Industrial Controls 
has provided River 
Festival Buttons to its 
employees since 1995. Dan 
Stutterheim, CEO and 
owner of Kasa Companies, 
Inc., says, “We enjoy 
being part of the Salina 
community and encourage 
our employees to take part 
in this fun event.” Kasa 
employs about 200 people 
in metal fabrication for 
regional manufacturers, 
industrial controls and 
automation for automotive 
plants and grain elevators, 
and industrial paint  
systems globally.

Who’s Giving & Why

Community Support & Benefits

• $145,000 — In-Kind goods & services

• $133,000 — in Sponsorships & Donations

• 2,000 — River Festival volunteers

• $90,000 — dollar value of annual Festival volunteers

• $3.5 million — economic impact on Salina-area 
businesses and families

ranging from Hays to 
Lawrence from west to east 
and Beloit to Wichita from 
north to south. 

“For 2015,” Quinn says, 
“we will strengthen our 
relationships and visibility 
in the Button cities in which 
we’re already working, 
to bring even more new 
families and Festival 
visitors to town.” For a list 
of communities in which 
Buttons are available 
for Festival 2015, go to 
riverfestival.com.
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Smoky Hill River Festival Fourth Street Bridge entrance.


